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Step 1: subject and verb
Although there are one word sentences 
(think questions ‘Why?’) we need to 
teach children that sentences are 
made of a subject and a verb. The                                             
subject is what the sentence is about; 
the verb is the action completed by the 
subject. This means that the usual order 
of a sentence is subject-verb, although 
this can be reversed (see inversion).
The above characters can be used to 
demonstrate this, and could be pinned to 
a washing line:
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The above characters can be used to 

Susie 
Subject

Vince 
Verb

What to teach:
•Statements (end with a full stop)
The children screamed.
•Questions (end with a question mark)
Where is the ball?
•Commands (end with an exclamation 
mark)
Run from the school!
•Exclamations (end with an exclamation 
mark)
There was a mess!

Where 
•Commands (end with an exclamation 
mark)
Run 
•Exclamations (end with an exclamation 
mark)
There Susie walked.

Some types of 
sentences (this one 
is a statement) end 
with a full stop.

Remind children 
that proper 
nouns need capital 
letters and the 
starting word of 
a sentence also 
does.

Challenge: fi nd more interesting nouns. E.g. Alsatian 
rather than dog. Question- how does it change the 
sentence?
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Step 2: subject, verb and object- 
adding adverbial, noun and prepositional phrases
The subject-verb-object structure is one we use every day, more so 
than just the subject-verb type. The object is additional information in the 
sentence and usually it is something that is acted upon by the subject. The 
simplest object is just a noun, for example, Susie walked home. However, 
consider:

There are 3 ways to add extra 
information as the object:

1. Add a noun phrase (a group of 
words containing a noun which 
can act as either the subject or 
object).
I’ve met the last remaining 
reindeer. 
2. Add an adverbial phrase (two 
or more words which play the 
role of an adverb)
I will sit in silence.
3. Add a prepositional phrase 
(a preposition shows where 
something is in relation to 
something else.) See the example 
above.

consider:

Susie strolled

out of school.

Teach each of the phrase types 
separately. To engage the children 
ask them to act out their sentences 
for a partner or group, who then 
must guess the sentence.

Challenge: Make a subject-verb-object book. Each 
section should be lifted to reveal a new word/ 
phrase. Encourage children to make silly sentences 
and use all types of phrases.
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Step 3: sentence types
There are 4 different sentence types: declarative (where a statement 
is made), interrogative (where a question is asked), exclamatory (where 
a strong emotion is shown) and imperative (where a command is given). 
Children only need to know the information in brackets.

Drama is useful here again. Link the sentence types to your class text 
and ask children to play different roles. The Detective will ask questions 
of the character- they can write some ideas down beforehand. The Main 
character will use declarative statements about what has happened so 
far. Another character will use a mixture or exclamatory and imperative 
sentences.

Challenge: which sentence 
type do you think is most 
effective? Does it matter 
what situation you are in?

Examples

1. Declarative
I’m going into town.

2. Interrogative
Where are you going?

3. Exclamatory
 What a lovely day!

4. Imperative
Get out of here now!

Example- The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

• Detective-Peter
Where are you going Lucy? How do you know you will get back?

• The Main character- Lucy
I am going into Narnia. I met a faun.

• Another character- Susan
Where have you been Lucy? Don’t you dare go back!

ExamplesExamples

1. DeclarativeDeclarative
I’m going into town.

2. 
Where are you going?

3. 
 What a lovely day!
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Challenge: Children link statements about the character/ text 
to questions about the text they hope to fi nd out.
E.g. Lucy meets an unusual faun.
Child: Will Mr Tumnus be loyal to Lucy?

Changing sentence types 
Using notes from your drama (see previous task) ask children to change 
their role. If they previously used declarative sentences, can they now 
change their statements into questions. 

Top tips!

…Into exclamations: what emotion is the subject feeling? 
Write down a list of emotions and convey them in the 
sentence.

…Into questions: start with the 5 Ws: what, where, who, 
when, why

…Into statements: write a series of sentences telling 
another character what you have done so far.
…Into commands: imagine you are sending a character 
to another place (Go to, get out of etc)

Class task
Create a profi le for a character you have been 
studying. Include all types of sentence in your 
profi le- if possible fi nd examples from the text 
you are studying. If this is not possible, children 
can come up with ideas that their character 
would say. This way, children are using higher 
order thinking and both analysing and evaluating 
the text.
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Step 4: teaching inversion
Inversion is where the usual order subject-verb is 
changed around so that the fi rst verb in the sentence 
(there may be more than one) comes at the beginning. 
Although most of the sentence types follow this order, 
questions do not, which is an easy way into teaching in-
version as a concept.  

Peter is French.

Peter is
French?

 

A great way to play with sentence order is by using mini-whiteboards. 
Children can be in groups of three- each taking either the subject, verb 
or object. Ask the children to play with the word order.
Many negative adverbials also take this format. Ask the children to 
complete the sentences:

Rarely do…

Never have I…

Challenge: Inversion can be tricky, which means it is great to 
use as a challenge task. You may see inversion in a sentence to 
increase the formality. Consider the differences:
She is beautiful, as her daughter is.
She is beautiful, as is her daughter.

Not only had we lost our coats but also our wallets.
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Step 5: simple sentence + 
one-word sentence 
Although one word sentences are not 
diffi cult to do, you are more likely to 
fi nd examples in more complex texts. 
Also, it is good to encourage children 
to play with sentence formation 
before trying this.

Adjectives
Try the task above: Children throw a ball to one another in a circle and 
describe the thrower in one word. At this point the teacher can write all 
of the words onto a large sheet of paper. 

Helen was pretty. Beautiful.

Abstract nouns
This one is trickier. Ask children to think of different human emotions. 
They may come up with happy. Turn your noun into an adjective, so that 
hope becomes hopeless.

He knew how he felt. Hopeless.

Link your one-word sentences to your 
class text. Find an example where the writer 
is building tension by using a series of simple 
sentences. Ask the children to add a one-
word sentence into the mix. Try using the 
same idea in your one-word sentence that 
has already been used.

Challenge: what is the effect of the one-word 
sentence? Why is it effective when it reinforces 
the idea in the full simple sentence?
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Step 6: active and passive
Active and passive forms of sentences don’t 
need to be taught until Year 6, where children 
fi rst come across the terminology. In active 
sentences, the subject of the sentence does 
something. In passive sentences, the subject has 
something done to it.  Consider this example:

Active                                Passive 
The cat chased the mouse  The mouse chased… 

The cat chased the mouse.  The mouse…by the cat.
 
The cat chased the mouse.  The mouse was chased 
          by the cat.   
                                                       

-First move the object to 
the start of the sentence

-Next place the active 
sentence’s subject into a 
phrase beginning with the 
preposition by

-Add a form of the 
auxiliary verb be to the 
main verb and change the  
main verb’s form

The cat chased the mouse.

the cat  was 
chased by

The mouse 

(Active)

(Passive)VS


