The Education Effect:
empowering parents

Spend time on you…
You have made the decision to home school
your child, or take a more active role in
their education. Good for you!
As the education world continues to
change, many others just like you have
made the choice to do the best for their
child- and as you know, it is not always
being in a class of 25 or even 30 children.
At home, you are going to be able to give
your child the 1-2-1 attention they need
to reach their full potential.
Are you asking yourself how you will do it?

What do you want from the training?
T his training is all about you. Regardless of your starting
point, whether you are a teacher yourself or a full time
parent, this course is about learning more about learning.
As a busy parent, I want you to do one thing. Promise
yourself that you will make, and continue to make, this
investment in your child. T his is not like watching YouTube
tutorials on random subjects; it is about layering your
knowledge. Take our self-assessment so that you can
identify your own strengths and weaknesses.
Specific goals will help you to think about what skills you
already have, and which ones you would like to improve.
T his course will guide you through the technical terms, help
you with planning, and just make your life that bit easier.

Inference is the ability to
read between the lines.

Why do we struggle with inference skills?
When we first learn to read, we use visual clues in the text to
make inferences. For example, we might be told that the boy’s
t-shirt is sunshine coloured. If there is a picture of a yellow or
orange sun, it can be easy to make the link to the correct
answer.
However, as we move from picture texts to texts with only
writing, we are forced to use our knowledge of words to work
out the answer. Sometimes this can be straight-forward: if you
are an avid reader with a large vocabulary then you may have
come across the language before. However, if you have a poor
vocabulary, this task is much more difficult.

Do only young children need to learn how to infer?
The quick answer is NO!
Example: Natasha worked hard to impress her teacher so that she could get a
lead part in the play.
In this example, we can work out that both the words her and she refer back to
Natasha even though her name is not used.
Other examples require you to have additional knowledge about the world.
Do you know the meaning behind the title of Oliver Twist?

Do only young children need to learn how to infer?
The research evidence reviewed suggested that, in order to be good at
inferencing, pupils need to:
 be an active reader who wants to make sense of the text
 monitor comprehension and repair misunderstandings
 have a rich vocabulary
 have a competent working memory
Inferencing skills are also facilitated by:
 having a wide background knowledge
 sharing the same cultural background as that assumed by the text

So what next?
How can I do this at home?
Discuss the title. What do we think the text is likely to be about?
Model by thinking aloud as you read with your child
Ask yourself- and then your child- questions to probe what the
text is about
Think about how connectives link parts of the text together
Use this question over and over: “How do you know this?”
Use question stems: what, where, who, when and why

Today is the day, I told myself as the shop lights flickered on. I heard the rattling of cages overhead, and knew
that the white mice above me had woken. Blinking slowly, I stumbled nearer my water bottle. I knew that I
shouldn’t have been up all night, and that I was paying the price now, but I just had to beat my record on the
spinning wheel. I could barely walk. Instead of feeling like a 6- month-old gerbil, I felt like a geriatric hamster
in need of crutches.
Saturday was always the busiest day in the pet shop, and I hoped with all my heart that today I would leave
the confines of my cage to start a new adventure.
It wasn’t long before the tinkling of the bell could be heard along with excited chattering. I positioned myself
in front of the small mirror in my cage, checking my fur carefully. It was a good job I did, for I really did have
bed-hair. Using my right paw, I smoothed it down.
I peeked through the bars, and saw a group of children with an adult. I wasn’t sure about this group. The
youngest had sticky jam over her mucky paws, and I knew from experience that it was a nightmare to wash
from fur. Another was loud. He moved from cage to cage, jumping excitedly. I knew I only had seconds.
Scarpering to my haven, I buried myself under the hay just in time.
“Hello!” yelled the boy through the bars. I did my best performance as a statue. “Hello!” he repeated, shaking
my cage with impatience. I did not move. I hardly breathed. There was no way I was going home with this lot!
What is humorous about the gerbil commenting on the child’s “mucky paws”?

Self-assessment : grammar
Score the following statements from 1-5: 1 for no knowledge and 5 for exceptional knowledge.
I have a wide and rich vocabulary.
I can choose the correct tense, and use it consistently through a piece of writing.
I know when to use a/an/the or leave out the article.
I know the difference between past, present and future tense and use the progressive forms of verbs.
I can name different parts of speech and highlight them in a text.
I know the difference between co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions.
I can use a range of synonyms and antonyms.
I know the difference between prepositional phrases and subordinating clauses.

Self-assessment : sentence structure and punctuation
Score the following statements from 1-5: 1 for no knowledge and 5 for exceptional knowledge.
I can punctuate simple, compound and complex sentences correctly.
I am able to use full stops, question marks and exclamation marks correctly.
I am able to use colons and semi-colons correctly.
I am able to use commas correctly, including in speech and complex sentences.
I can use parenthesis.
I can use a range of sentence structures for effect.
I am able to analyse why writers have used particular sentence structures or punctuation.
I can explain how so is a co-ordinating conjunction, but so that is a subordinating conjunction.

Self-assessment : author’s craft
Score the following statements from 1-5: 1 for no knowledge and 5 for exceptional knowledge.
I know that imagery is an umbrella term, and I can define similes, metaphors, personification,
onomatopoeia and alliteration.
I can find examples of imagery in a text.
I am able to create my own examples of imagery and use them appropriately.
I understand the effect of different points of view.
I can comment on an author’s style.
I understand how the world around us can shape our reading of a text.
I can create believable and interesting characters, settings and plots.

Self-assessment: phonics and spelling
Score the following statements from 1-5: 1 for no knowledge and 5 for exceptional knowledge.
I know that words are created from sounds.
I can teach my child how to blend and segment words.
I know that learning a letter string means a child can read a range of words.
I know that there are some spelling ‘rules’ than generally work, such as doubling consonants.
I know how to spell all of the words in the spelling index.

Now that you have taken the self-assessment,
note down your own strengths and weaknesses
here.
Strengths

Weaknesses

So what now?
Now that you have thought about how confident you are by using the self-assessment document, it is time for you to make
the decision. Why pay for a private tutor when you can do it so easily?
Sign up for The Education Effect today and you will:
 Have access to instructional webinars each month where you can improve your skills and knowledge
 Be sent encouraging podcasts each week with ideas about how to use the resources
 Be sent games, resources and writing competitions to inspire your child’s learning
 Learn how to get the same results a private tutor could
What are you waiting for? Enrol today, and rest easy knowing you have put your child’s education first.
http://englishwithease.org/join-education-effect

